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OUR HOME, OUR COUNTRY, AND OUR BROTHER MAN, 
NITS ON APPLE TREES=-BOM- 
MER’S METHOD. 
Mr. Hotmes—Will you do me the favor 
to answer the two following questions? 
Respectfully yours, A. Sawyer. 
Cooper, Jan., 1848. 





‘the fodder or animal manure collect. The 
| various decompositions go on and new combi- 
‘nations form; these are protected from the 
| winds and rains, and thus are preserved until 
taken out. Our readers will recollect a com- 
|munication from our correspondent, ‘H.,” 


‘1, not long ago, in regard to the value of the 


earth taken from beneath a stable floor. It 
| was impregnated with nitre in the way above 
described. A European farmer states as the 
result of experiment, that the manure of 
| twenty cows and mules in layers of about 
|four inches thickness with layers of chalky 
| soil of the same thickness and now and then 
| damped with the urine of the stable, produc- 
‘es from one thousand to twelve hundred 
pounds of salt petre in four years. The heap 


ist. What is the most effectual method of should be formed under cover and occasional- 


destroying nits or lice upon apple trees? I 
have a young orchard, and many of the trees 
are covered with nits or lice. 

We suppose our correspondent means by 
nits, those peculiar pearl-colored scales, in 
the form of a little muscle shell, that are so 
often found on the smooth bark of young 
apples trees; and are sometimes so abundant 
as to plaster the limbs and trunk nearly all 
over. 

These scales are the covering of the eggs 
of a fly, which deposits its eggs on the bark, 


ly shoveled over. 

At the end of two years, says he, it is a rich 
mould, It is left two years longer, with an 
occasional turning over, but is not wet with 
urine for the last few months. 
| Well, it is not absolutely necessary to have 
‘this chalky soil, for it may be supplied by 
| leached or, what is better, unleached ashes, 
and he lays down the following rule: 

Take one cord of clear cow dung, one cord 

of leached ashes, one cord of loam or swamp 
| muck, Mix the ashes and loam or muck well 
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Benson's Ram.--Figure 5. 








{From the American Jour. of Ag. and Science.) 


HYDRAULICS FOR FARMERS. 
BY 0. N, BEMENT. 


CURING HAMS AND PORK. 
After dressing, the carcass should be allow- 
ed to hang till perfectly drained and cool, 
LE (continues. when it may be cut up and salted. ‘The usu- 
, he first water rem erected in this country | ,) way is to pack the pork in clean salt, add- 
was imparted'a few yedte since Hom Bagiend, ing brine to the barrel when filled. But it 
ae audit We eae of one hundred dollars, sod | may be dry salted, by rubbing it in thoroughly 
yt euccessfil eee & Fairy-Kaowe, | on every side of each piece, with a strong 
1 nines Ag J. H. Latrobe, Eq... seer) leather rubber, firmly secured in the right 
Withi ‘ f 2 f . " hand. The pieces are then thrown into 
a ee Oe ee heaps and sprinkled with salt, and occasion- 
mechanies have taken hold of the subject, | any ened Gh emnels ar & mon a 
ond chey. Bre eke mete ler 9 very. trifing 42- | packed in dry casks, which are Liskdldeslty 
gp in comparinnn tn.the ond imparved by | rolled to bring the salt into contact with every 
Ir. Latrobe, Among the earliest to improve | H ad shaelirs ab aed’ 
the machine, [I would name B. 8. Benson, jet pariah wt none Seg = yb 
near Baltimore, Md., by which pure spring | 


the same manner, either dry or in pickle, but 
ith differently d ials. ‘The fol- 
water may be forced up by a stream of brook aE neany arenes ae <n 


lowing is a good pickle for 200 lbs. Take 14 


and then covers them over with this scale, | together, and having hard rammed the barn 
By a magnifying glass of moderate power, | cellar floor or that under a shed, put a layer 
he will easily discover this to be the fact, if, upon it of these mixed materials four inches 
the eggs have not hatched; and if they have, thick, then a layer of dung four inches thick, 
he will see the hole through which the worm | then a layer of mixture, and so on till the 
or insect crawled out. If we are correct in pile is three or four feet high, topping off 
this surmise we can tell him how we have| with loam. Wet it over occasionally with 
succeeded in ridding trees of them. If the | urine, keeping it about as moist as garden 
tree be also somewhat covered with moss or | loam, shoveling it over occasionally. ‘The 
patches of lichens, we take a scraper, (the writer directs to shovel it over once a fort- 
instrument which sailors use for scraping) night for two years, but it is not necessary to 
musts and decks is a good implement for this | bestow so much labor upon it. If it be kept 


or impure water. 

The above is a representation of Benson’s 
Patent Water-ram, for raising spring or other 
water for supplying farms, towns, or villages. 
By means of this ram, a person having a 
small branch or spring, that will afford one 
gallon per minute, with a small stream of 
impure water, can have a portion of the 
spring or any other water, raised to his house 
or barn, through a small leaden tube. ‘This 
ram, says the inventor, will raise twice the 
water that any forcing pump will, with the 
same water power, there being only three 





lbs. of ‘Turks Island salt; 1-21b. of saltpetre; 
2 qts. of molasses, or 4 ibs. of brown sugar, 
| with water enough to dissolve them. Bring 
ithe liquor to a scalding point, and skim off 
all the impurities which rise to the top.— 
When cold, pour it upon the ham, which 
‘should be perfectly cool but not frozen, and 
closely packed; and if not sufficient to cover 


‘it, add enough pure water for this purpose. 
Some extensive packers in Cincinnati and 
nr eng who send choice hams to market, 


add pepper, allspice, cinnamon, nutmegs or 





purpose,) and serape the tree gently. We 
then prepare a wash, made of the lye of 
wood ashes, and, with a swab or pitch mop, 
wash the tree over as far as we can reach. If 
done before the sap starts in the spring, the 
lye may be used pretty strong, (though we 
have never tested its strength to enable us to 
say how strong;) but if after the sap has 
started, it should not be used strong, as it 
seems and undoubtedly is absorbed by the 
bark more readily then, and will injure or 
kill the tree. Perhaps a safe mode to apply 
it after the sap has begun to circulate, is, to 
take a pound of common potash and dissolve 
it in two gallons of water, and wash with 
that. We have never ascertained at what 
season of the year these nits or scales are de- 
posited. It is reasonable to suppose, how- 
ever, if the trees be swabbed over at that 
time, or a little previous, with common soft 
soap, to which a little water has been added 
to make it of the consistence or thickness of 
cream, it would prevent the Jy from depos- 
iting them upon it. Whale oil soap is a good 
application, applied after the rate of two 
pounds of the soap with fifteen or sixteen 
gallons of water. ‘This soap may be obtained 
at the agricultural or seed stores in Boston, 
or you may make it yourself, as you would 
make any other soap, using whale oil, or the 
lees of oil casks,- for the “‘soap grease,” and 
using common lye from wood ashes if you 
would make soft soap, or a lye of caustic 
soda if you would have it harder. ‘The 
above named washes are valuable for apple 
trees, even if there are no lice or nits, as they 
seem to stimulate the bark and prevent the 
growth of mosses and the deposit of the eggs 
by different insects, 

Qd, I see a notice going the rounds in the 
newspapers of Bommer’s method of making 
manure. Will you give me your opinion on 
the subject,—whether it will be an advantage 
to our farmers worth paying for the privil- 
ege of the patent right? 

We have tried Bommer’s method just 
enough to test the principle. If the process 


be rightly conducted, the decomposition of 


the substances used will be accomplished as 
he says. ‘The next point to be determined is 
its economy. Of this we cannot speak prac- 
tically or from experiment. We have been 
assured by several farmers who have pur- 
chased a right and used it, that it bas been 
valuable to them, and richly paid them for 
the expense and labor. We suppose that 
this must depend very much upon the cireum- 
stances of location and facility of obtaining 
the material required in the process. 


ARTIFICIAL NITRE BEDS. 

From time immemorial the combinations 
of that part of the atmosphere formerly call- 
ed azote but now called nitrogen, either in the 
form of ammonia or of nitrous salts, has been 
considered valuable as a manure. 

When this nitrogen combines with bydro- 
gen, ammonia is found, and this substance, 
in some form or other, is found by experi- 
ment to enter into the organization of plants, 
and add to their growth, and become essen- 
tial to the completion of its body and fruits. 
In different proportions it enters into chemical 
union with oxygen, and forms nitrous and ni- 
tric acids, and these acids again unite with 
the earths and alkalies, and become essential 
to the fertility of the earth, and used as food 
for vegetation. Nitric acid with potash form 
nitrate of potash, more familiarly known by 
the name of nitre or salt petre. In some 
parts of the world immense quantities of this 
salt are found ready formed, needing only to 
be dug up and purified by leaching in water 
and crystalizing. It may be also formed any 
where if the right materials be used. ‘The 
principal materials needed, are potash, which 
is found in decayed vegetables, and some an- 
imal matters which will give out ammomia, 
and this ammonia in turn part with its nitro- 
gen, and forming the nitrie acid with oxygen 
unites with the potash of the ashes or decay- 
ed vegetables, and thus creates nitre or salt 
petre., 


This is done underneath barns and stables, 





where the urine of cattle and the refuse of 


| well stirred and moistened during one sum- 
mer, it will become pretty well impregnated, 
and be a valuable compost. 


ENGRAFTING ELMS. 
| Mr. Hotmes—Will slippery elm do well 
engrafted into the common elm, or any other 
stock? If so, please describe in the Farmer 


the best method of doing it. 
, H. Srussy. 


_ We have no doubt that the variety of elm 
called slippery elm will do well if engrafted 
into our common elm. As a general rule 
species of the same genus grow well when 
| engrafted into each other. Why not set out 
| the slippery elm trees in places suitable for 
|elms to grow in? They are abundant in the 
| upper part of Vermont and Canada, and can 
also be had of nursery-men. Friend Taber, 
of Vassalboro’, has them in his nursery, and 
will supply you. 





HOGS=-"AN EXPERIMENT. 

The great defect in estimates and experi- 
ments given in agricultural papers, is, that 
they are not definite and accurate enough. 
‘The following account of an experiment i 
have made, will not, I hope, be accused of 
this. I make no boast of it beyond its accu- 
racy. 

About the beginning of March last, I pur- 
chased three fall pigs, for which I paid $5 
each, $15 00 

They were killed on the 13th of Dec., 

and had eaten as follows: 











Poor corn (very poor,) in ears 
88 nent . , 20 cts. 7 60 
Apples, poor, 10, 20 
Pumpkins, three one horse loads, 50, 1 50 
Rye, two bushels, poor, 75, 1 50 
Barley, six bushels, 50, 8 00 
Peas, three bushels, 1 00, $ 00 
Potatoes, very small, 351-2bu. 25, 8 88 
Carrots, 7 1-2 bushels, 20, 1 50 
Corn, good, ground, 18 bushels, 75, 13 50 
$55 68 

On dressing these three, 

No, 1, $48 Ibs., at $6 50 per bund. $22 62 
No. 2, 386 “ ed ” 21 96 
No. 3, 280 « “ “ 15 60 
$60 18 
Deduct cost and food, 55 68 
Gain, $4 50 
Add 10 full loads of good manure, 10 00 
$14 50 


Then it must be remembered that much 
which they ate was not saleable food, and 
that without allowing anything for the ma- 
nure, and charging every thing at its full 
price, the pork cost 6 cents a pound. 

The conclusion is, that, if you can raise 
any thing which a bog can eat, and which is 
not convertable into cash, he is a profitable 
customer. I think the real cost to me, deduct- 
ing the manure, and the things which they 
ate, and which I could not have sold, woul 
not exceed 4 cents a pound, forthe pork. Am 
Icorrect? ~ Experiment. 

[Berkshire Agriculturist. 


Foop ror Preenant Animars. Every 
animal, while pregvant, should not only be 
full fed, but care should be taken that the 
food be of a proper kind. Recollect that the 
growing foetus has blood, flesh, and bones to 
form, as well as its mother; and therefore a 
greater proportion than ordinary of the con- 
stituents which go to make these, must be 
supplied in the food of the dam, otherwise 
the foetus will suffer, and the dam also. Su- 
gar, starch, fibrin, gluten, and the phosphates 
are particularly wanted; and happily all these 
are found in a mixture of good hay, grain of 
all kinds, and roots. But it is necessary that 
the pregnant animal be fed with the whole of 
each kind; for the bran alone of wheat, rye, 
or corn, would not be sufficient, as these con- 
tain little of gluten, fibrin, or starch. 

{American Agriculturist. 


Iron Souper. A new process has just 
been invented and into use in this 
city, by which wrought and cast iron and 
steel can be as easily soldered as tin, so that 
in a short time we shall have men rambling 
round after the manner of the travelling tink- 
ers, bearing in their hands small furnaces, 
‘and making the air resound with “any iron 
ware to mend?” [N. Y. Express. 














al * ‘ : ace an oves. T : ay remain six 
valves to keep it in motion, in place of the = and el Phe hams may . 


heavy water-wheel and piston. This ram|° oot oe Ley pene, See Seng ve 
can be driven by branch water, and raise |a smoke-house, with the small end down, and 
spring or branch to the house at pleasure, by | smoked from 10 to 20 days, according to the 
simply turning a cock, without any derange- quantity of smoke. The fire should vt, be 
ment of the ram, and is very simple, and easy | "°°" enough vo heat the hams. . In Holland 
to keep in order—the valves being faced with and Westphalia, the fire is made in the cellar, 
leather, and easy of access, can be replaced | and the smoke carried by a flue into a cool, 
by any person, there being no other part that | dry chamber, This is undoubtedly the best 
can wear. | method of smoking. ‘The hams should at all 

This ram differs from most others, in hav- | times be dry and cool, or their flavor will suf- 
ing three valves, and a passage for spring | fer. Green sugar-maple chips are best for 
water at the head. smoke; next to them are hickory, sweet birch, 

Descriptios. V is an impetus-valve in| Corn cobs, white ash, or beech, The smoke 
chamber A, opening inwards: when open, house is the best place to keep hams till want- 
permits the spring water to flow from reser- | ed. If removed, they should be kept cool, 
voir N, through valve C, end driving the jdry, and free from flies. A canvass cover 
branch water out of the end of the pipe D, for each, saturated with lime, which may be 
that having acted as a piston in the last stroke; Put on with a white-wash brush, is a perfect 
also permitting the branch water to flow from | Protection against flies. W hen not to be 
reservoir I, through the pipe J, and passing | kept long, they may be packed in dry salt, or 
through the opening of the impetus-valve V, even in sweet brine without injury. A com- 
with increasing velocity, closes the valve;|mon method isto pack in dry oats, baked 








thus suddenly shutting off the escape of wa- 
ter. ‘The ram pipe J being fifty feet long, 
and six feet fall, filled with water, being 
nearly an uncompressed fluid, exerts its force 
against the column of spring water in pipe 
D, asa piston, forcing it into chamber B, 
and closing valve C, driving it up through 
the air-chamber valve B—the air-chamber 
being supplied with air, for a spring, receives 
the water, and gradually presses it up through 
pipe P, to the required height. When the 
water in the long ram pipe has spent its pow- 
er, the superior height of water in pipe P 
causes the water in pipe J to recoil, and a 
small portion to repass the valve, and drive 
the water back in pipe J, though in a rising 
position, continues to flow a short time after 
the air-chamber valve has closed and opened, 
and shut by the ordinary action of the ma- 
chine. Thus, when the flow of the water 
through D is suddenly stopped by the valve 
E, a perfect vacuum is produced immediately 
below the air-chamber, by the recoil of the 
water, at which instant the small valve opens, 
and a portion of air enters, and supplies that 
which the water absorbs. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





A Usercr anp Humane Invention.— 
There is on exhibition at the Merchant’s 
Exchange, says the Boston Chronotype, an 
invention to facilitate the reefing of sails, 
which we think must save the weather-beaten 
sailor a world of hard labor and imminent 
peril. We have wondered, when watching 
the process of shortening sail in a gale of 
wind, in the fear of worse weather, why in- 
ventive genius could not contrive some way 
of effecting the object besides sending platoons 
of men aloft, into a blast cruel as the grave, 
to tie up the rebellious sheets to the yards 
with astring? Capt. Andrew L. Simpson, of 
New Hampshire, an excellent mariner, who 
has sailed for Mr. Benjamin Bangs, of this 
city, has, we trust, effected the object. He 
makes the upper yard revolve in a metallic 
band or collar clasping its centre, and the sail 
being divided as low as the reefing is desira- 
ble, rolls on the yard asit revolves. To make 
the sail whole when hoisted, a sort of apron 
is ingeniously run up over the fissure. Both 
the process of reefing and shaking out the 
reef can be managed on deck, and all with 
rather less rigging than is required for the 
present method. The plan works admirably 
in the model, and seems to excite the hopes 
of nauctical men that it will prove of practi- 
cal utility. 





How to Cuecx tHe BLEeepine or an Ar- 
rery. The French surgeons, Amussat, Vel- 
peau, and Thierry, have proved that bleeding 
from anartery may be more effectually checked 
by tearing or twisting the wounded parts than 
by a simple ligature. For, when a ligature 
is applied to an artery, it is only the surface 
of its coats that come in contact, while, if it 
be torn or twisted, the minute globules or 
cells, adhere together in a variety of different 
ways, ina similar manner as the | 


known that if the internal coats of an artery 


round take 





the statement above. [Am. Agriculturist. 


newly-broken dough. Furthermore, it is well 

be not elosely pressed by the ligature put he y Mr, Andrew Ca 
edbahlon Wl sb t pe and a 

prprebebo es ofhestesre: Ber? og i 


saw-dust, &e. [Allen’s Agriculture. 





NEW LOCOMOTIVE. 

A new and splendid locomotive, with quite 
a new feature in construction, from the well- 
known shop of Mr. M. W. Baldwin, left this 
city on Friday last, destined for the Madison 
and Indianapolis Railroad. And, as it is the 
intention of that enterprising company, by 
means of this engine, to supply the place of 
stationary engines and horse power, on in- 
clined planes, we think it proper to give a 
description of its construction, as it may be 
interesting to many of our readers. It is a 
large and powerful locomotive, placed upon 
eight driving wheels, which are connected to 
a pair of inclined cylinders, fifteen and a half 
inches in diameter, and twenty inches stroke, 
There is also a driving cog-wheel, twelve and 
a half inches in diameter, for propelling by a 
rack laid in the middle of the track the whole 
length of the plane. This cog-wheel is on 
the middle of a shaft lying parallel to the 
axles of the driving-wheels, and midway be- 
tween the back and front ends of the engine. 
and by a crank on each end of the shaft, is 
connected to a pair of vertical cylinders, four- 
teen and a half inches in diameter, and four- 
teen inches stroke. ‘This shaft is placed in a 
pair of strong bearings, attached to the boiler 
and frame-work of the engine, and is raised 
sufficiently from the rails, and connects to the 
rack by an intermediate wheel, twenty-eight 
inches in diameter, which is capable of being 
connected or disconnected instantaneously to 
or from the rack, at the pleasure of the engi- 
neer, by means of a fifth cylinder placed 
horizontally on top of the boiler; and by a 
crank and two rods it is connected to the ends 
of the intermediate shaft. By admitting 
steam into either end of this cylinder, the in- 
termediate shaft and wheel are raised or low- 
ered at the will of the engineer, and will ac- 
commodate themselves to the undulations of 
the rack. ‘The driving shaft-of the twelve 
and a half inch cog-wheel is furnished with 
two friction or brake-wheels, 20 inches in di- 
ameter, by which the progress of the engine 
in ascending or descending the plane can be 
instantaneously stopped, or graduated to any 
degree of velocity, at the pleasure of the en- 
gineer. 

This machine was tried in the yard of the 
workshop, in the presence of a number of 
practical engineers, (previous to being shipped 
to its destination,) upon a temporary track 
for that purpose, and its performance gave 
the highest satisfaction, being entirely under 
the control of the engineer. It may be started, 
stopped, reversed, and the gearing raised in 
or out of the rack at pleasure, without a jar, 
and almost instantaneously. It was also 
shown that by putting the inclined cylinders 
in a backward motion, and the vertical cylin- 
\ders in a forward motion, that the gearing 
| would cause the engine to slide forward on 
the track, while the eight driving wheels were 
revolving without effect in a downward and 
backward motion, clearly showing that by 


edges of India rubber, or the raw particles of | the above improvements the engine will have — 
more than double the tracti mn power of. PAR» 
he improve- 


engine of the 
‘hodr ot Maton, 
af of this city, and under whose 
superintendence she was built by Mr. M. W. 
Baldwin. 





(Saturday Courier. 


(From the Massachusetts Ploughman } 
A WAY TO WEAN PIGS. 
BY OCHOOKSET. 


Say, have you, our good yeomen all, 
E’er heard of Uncle Joe? 

A great philosopher he was, 
Who lived some years ago; 


That is, I mean, thet he was great, 
In his own self-esteem, 

As it, no doubt, to every one, 
‘Will from the sequel! seem. 


This bump, it was so prominent, 
*Twas said that he was wont, 

Full every time he went abroad, 
To hang his hat upon't. 


His saws and sayings many were, 
For wit or wisdom meant, 

And they were quoted al! around, 
Where’er the people went. 


Collected, “bound in ca//,” they"d make, 
By all it is agreed, 

“A Pickle for the knowing ones,” 
That every one might read. 


* Of physics, metaphysics too, 
He had such wondrous stock, 
That often he would dare compete 
With Newton and with Lock. 
O, wondrous gumption! I forbear | 
To give you an account, 
*T would take too much of time and ink, 
So great was the amount. 


A cow-doctor was Uncle Joe, 


two hundred and seven pounds. He is in- 
dustrious, economical, and kind-hearted; tells 
a good story, and is fond of a joke, provided 
he himself is not the subject of it; but he is 
careless in much of his farm management, 
intensely prejudiced aud obstinate; and occa- 
sionally is very irascible, especially when he 
has taken a little too much hard cider. Still 
he may be called a good neighbor; and though 
we sometimes have a little sparring, which I 
honestly wish could be avoided, yet upon the 
whole, we manage to get along pretty com- 
fortably together, Notwithstanding he is 
some twenty years my senior be always treats 
me with deference and attention; rather courts 
my society, and many is the social chat we 
have when we meet in the field, or inter- 
change visits at each other’s houses during 
the long winter evenings, regaling our farm- 


ing talk over a bountiful dish of apples and 
buts, 


His Farm. ‘This is of moderate size, tho’ 
of a mixed character; embracing poor and 
rich meadow, some good upland, with an in- 
considerable quantity of bill. Of course his 
crops are various, but of the management of 
them hereafter. 





And thought himself well skilled 
In all diseases that beset 
The cattle of the field. 


The herd all knew him, round about, 
And, should he e’er appear, 

With sleeves up-rolled, and naked arms, 
la veterinarian gear, 


O'er fences, ditches, bog and fern 
They’d fly, and change their stations, 
And snuff, and snort, and cock their tails, 
Dreading his operations! 


Mischievous urchins liked the fun, 
And none of these were slow, 

To toss their caps, and shout huzza! 
And hector Uncle Joe. 


But, “tell us, tell us of the pigs,” 
Methinks I hear you cry; 

So curious reader, then I will 
Your wishes gratify. 


A lady porker, ingens sus, 
As learned ones might write, 
Our hero had, and sucklings nine, 
All of a lily-white. 


They'd root and squabble for the tit, 
To obtain the welcome lac ;— 
Just as our greedy bipeds do, 
That office-seeking pack. 


The dam, indulgent, let them tug, 
Till time it was for weaning; 

But, as for turning off her young, 
*T was found she'd no such meaning. 


So Uncle Joe his projects tried 
To stop the nursing shoat;— 
But what avails to force the dam 

That on her babies dotes? 


The doctor, baffled in his plans, 
To put an end to strife, 

And try a more effective mode, 
Resolved to use the knife. 


The mother now was tightly bound, 
And firmly down was pressed, 

While Uncle Joe relentless clipt 
Each nipple from the breast. 


Accomplish’d thus the purpose was; 
It could not be denied, 

The pigs were weaned—beyond a doubt; 
The poor, old sow,—she died bs 

YANKEE FARMING---No. I. 
What 1 am and what I propose. I was 
born, reared, and still reside in A-gok-ne- 
quaw, one of the oldest towns in New Eng- 
land. Its boundaries are of unusual extent, 
embracing a great variety of soil, which be- 
ing in the occupancy of persons of widely 
different minds and degrees of education, 
nearly every system of culture is practiced 
here which may be found in the Northern 
States. ‘This being the case, it has often oc- 
curred to me, that an exact account of the 
farming operations carried on at Agoknequaw 
—whether good, bad, or indifferent—if prop- 
erly detailed, would prove no less interesting 
than instructive to the readers of the Agricul- 
turist. Being the son of a plain, hard-work- 
ing farmer, and brought up to daily toil my- 
self, and having received no other education 
than the limited one acquired during the win- 
ter months at a common district school, and 
the oceasional perusal of a book drawn from 
the venerable old town library, with two or 
three agricultural periodicals for the last few 
years, and some modern elementary agricul- 
tural works, | feel poorly qualified to under- 
take the task; but as | have frequently unsuc- 
cessfully endeavored to get those of superior 
minds and much better educated than myself 
to do it, I have at length lost al! patience with 
them, and now make bold to hazard the at- 
temont, trusting that the kindness of your read- 
ers will pardon all deficiencies in carrying it 
into effect. 

Description of A-gok-ne-quaw. It is bound- 
ed on the east by the Neantik, a clear, broad, 
rapid river; on the south by an estuary of the 
sea, called Mohecana; and on the west and 
north by the broken hills of Awashonk, the 
highest peaks of which may very properly be 
termed mountains. Quite a number of little 
streams spring from this range of hills, and 
take their sinuous course in different direc- 
tions through the town, furnishing abundance 
of pure water to every farm around. Stretch- 
ing along the Neantik, are wide intervales of 
a light, sandy soil, broken occasiovally by 
rocky promontories; bordering the Mohecana, 
is a narrow strip of salt marsh; the valleys 
through which meander the small streams, 
with the exceptions of the boggy land, may 
be classed among the most fertile of meadows, 
and are well stored with rich peat and muck; 
the uplands generally are of a light gravel, 
varying to stiff clay, interspersed with a few 
cold springy hollows; while the hills are very 
stony, with ledges of hard shelly rock occa- 
sionally cropping out abruptly at the sides, 
and crowning with huge precipices the bigh 
mountain tops. ‘Thus much for a preface and 
general description—now for particulars; and 
in giving these, in order to fully carry out my 
plan, it will be necessary for me io speak of 

as well as things. 
| Unele Sim. As 1 have a good deal to say 


|the new 


of his farm, Uncle Sim cuts a considerable 
quantity of bog meadow hay, a poor, watery 
sort of grass, which he stacks upon his up- 
land, and fodders out upon the ground to a 
stock of young cattle, which have no better 
shelter all winter, than they can find under 
the lee side of the fence which surrounds the 
stacks. ‘The result is, although they go into 


come out miserably poor, requiring half the 
summer to recruit; and | doubt whether they 
gain an ounce per head from the middle of 
November to the first of May, the usual fod- 
dering time for stock with us in this latitude. 
His Steers. Among his young stock, are 
quite a number of steers, which he rears and 
breaks to the yoke; doing what work he wants 
with them, and then turns off for whatever 
he can get, the spring they come three years 
old. 1 have often endeavored to persuade 
Unele Sim, that the way he manages his 
young stock, there could be no profit in rais- 
ing it; that the work he got out of his ill fed, 
young things, was more trouble to him than 
it was worth; and that | would rather have 


whole of them. But my opinion was all in 
vain to him, and he ever combatted it with 
great obstinacy, till the following incident 
somewhat staggered his faith in his own 
management, 

How his team of Steers got stuck with a 
log in the snow. Crossing my fields one 
clear, cold, winter morning, just after a deep 
fall of snow, I heard a terrible bul-la-ba-loo, 
in a chorus of three voices, rising up from a 
hollow between some woodland and a gentle 
hill on my neighbor’s premises, of ‘whoa, 
haw here, Bright—gee up there, Buck and 
Golden, come all on ye together now,” fol- 
lowed by the peculiar “w-h-r-r-r” of our 
Yankee teamsters, mingled with the crack of 
whips, and now and then a shrill yell, which 
almost set my hair on end. Curiosity prompt- 
ed me to run instantly to the top of the bill, 
to see what was the matter, when I found 
Uncle Sim, up to his knees in a stout pair of 
cow hide boots, drawn over his butternut col- 
ored cloth trowsers, vest and coat to match, a 
linsey-woolsey frock over all, his head cover- 
ed in a racoon fur cap, with the tail wagging 
gaily down over his shoulders, and flourish- 
ing a long whip which he applied without 
stint to his team, of seven yoke of steers, and 
an old mare for a leader, endeavoring with 
the aid of a couple of lads, equally well arm- 
ed, to start a log which he had cut that morn- 
ing and loaded on a bobsled. He had got 
thus far with it on his way to the saw mill, 
when at the first rise of ground, it unluckily 
stuck in the snow, and not another inch could 
they make it budge, notwithstanding all the 
joint whipping and shouting they had gone 
through with, in order to infuse more strength 
into the team. In fact, Uncle Sim’s efforts to 
get his miserable cattle to move thé log, by 
this time had vearly exhausted himself; for as 
I came up he paused in his exertions, planted 
his whipstalk upright in the snow, took off bis 
fur cap, and began wiping the dripping pers- 
piration from his brow with the sleeve of his 
frock, seeming to be in great trouble and per- 
plexity. 

Our Conversation thereupon, with Hints 
on Stock Management and Feeding. “Top 
of the morning to you, Uncle Sim,” said I, 
in a somewhat jeering tone, although I felt 
sorry for him to the very bottom of my heart; 
now you see what | have so often told you, 
all this comes from keeping too much stock 
and feeding it so poorly. If”—“*Now just 
stop will ye, and look here, Serjeant,” he re- 
plied somewhat deprecatingly, for | beg your 
readers to understand, that | have the honor 
of holding an orderly’s warrant, in the second 
company of our town militia; “there grows 
the grass in the bog meadow, don’t you see, 
and I must cut it, and when stacked you know 
as well as I does, that it must be eat; wall, 
the old mare and colts won’t touch it, nor the 
sheep nother, it dries up the cows from their 
milk, and as nothin’ else will the steers must.” 
‘These last words he pronounced very em- 
phatically, and then slapped bis right thigh 
with his stout dexter, gave a sort of grunting 
whistle, by way of taking breath, and then 
looked up with a significant cock of the eye, 
as much as to say, “there, if that ain’t a set- 
tler, then I don’t know what is.” ‘‘As to 
cutting and stacking the bog grass,” I replied, 
‘there is no objection, though you peed not 
have bog grass at all, if you would manage 
your meadows as I want to have you read 
they do in England; but of this hereafter. 
What l have so often contended for is that 
you should run out a couple of rough sheds 
from the southeast and southwest corner of 
your big barn, thus enclosing oe ample sunny 

from the winds. Under 

ard. eral prmecins ex wouldind coenforte- 
you could stack your bay close by, get one of 
fashioned, quick working hay cut- 

ters, and cut it up fine with your corn stalks, 
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which nearly all go to waste now, wet these 


His Young Stock. Among other products | 


winter quarters in tolerable condition, they 


one pair of strong, well fed cattle, than the | 


and then feed out bountifully in troughs, and 
you will get a hundred pounds’ growth on the 
steers, where you don’t get an ounce now; 
and they will be much stronger for their win- 
ters’ work. You will also make much more 
‘manure than you now do; and mixed up with 
other matters in the yard, it will be more val- 
‘uable than that left on the uplands round the 
'stacks, to waste away in every rain, wind and 
sun. Oh, you littl know what a saving and 
‘comfort it woul! be all round. But here 
comes Major Goodell, quite easily along the 
road now, Uncle Sim, with bis famous, smart 
\yoke of oxen, and a log on his sled larger 
than yours, by a quarter; so I will just invite 
him to stop a minute, and give you a lift. If 
his cattle don’t start your log all alone, and 
take it to the top of the hill’””—*If they can,” 
said he, rather snappishly, “then I'll acknow!l- 
edge beat for once in my life; and what's 
more, Ill give my ox goad here, with the log, 
‘new woodehuck lash at the eend on’t, into the 
bargain; and it cost me three good nights’ 
work to braid it. No, no; they can’t do no 
sich a thing,” continued he, shaking his head 
and stamping violently in the snow. 

A word about titles and Major Goodell. 
\Our friend just spoken of, received his title 
\from being Drum Major of our county regi- 
ment of militia; for you must know that we 
jare very particular in New England, to give 
jevery man his title, and if he has none in his 
jown right, by way of keeping him from being 
odd, we take care to dub him one. To be 
|plain Mister, don’t go down in this eountry. 
A man might as well be nobody; be must be 
\distinguished somehow; it is bis duty in this 
great, free, and enlightened republic of ours. 

I see you sneer a litle now, Mr. Editor, but 
| suppose the person before us, did get his title 
|by drumming, has not many a man drummed 
|himself up one before, and not half so Aonest 
either? Please to answer, But to the Major, 
| He is a short, stubbed, little man, and shrewd 
jand active; and as he steps along with a high 
| military air, he carries his head rather fierce- 
|ly and well up on the top of his back, as if 
| he had been a hard student of astronomy; yet 
|never mind, he is as smart as he looks, and 
| what is more, he always drives the fattest, and 
jrather the finest and best pair of cattle in 
| town, so he is not to be sneezed at. 

How the log got out of its difficulty. Com- 
‘ing down to the Major, I stopped him, and 
‘related Uncle Sim’s dilemma, when he smiled 
complacently, and very readily unhitched his 
team; a splendid pair of Devon red cattle, 
with long, upturned horns; sleek, glossy hair; 
powerfully developed muscles; and bones so 
\fine, that they reminded me of those of a 
thorough bred race horse, It was really a 
pleasure to look at this high bred team; for 
as he unhitehed them from their load, they 
wheeled gracefully to the right, and marched 
into the field with the stately tread of a proud 
pair of highly disciplined grenadiers. Well 
might a man be proud to drive such a pair of 
cattle. Uncle Sim’s team, of the old mare 
and seven yoke of steers, were now released 
from their fast sticking burden, and the Ma- 
jer’s powerful reds hitched on in their place. 
Their master now patted them kindly on the 
back, then standing aside, gave one flourish 
around his head, of a small switch about 
three feet long, which he carried merely to 
guide his team, when at the single word ‘‘go,” 
which he spoke in a quick, low tone, they in- 
stantly bent their necks to the yoke, gave a 
sudden twist, then a quick jump, and in less 
time than Uncle Sim could cock bis astonish- 
ed eye, they were at the top of the hill with 
his log. Lifting up both hands with profound 
amazement at this unexpected feat, he let 
them fall again, and then taking his ox goad, 
he tossed it with a whiz to the Major’s feet, 
jnnd said ‘wall, who’d a thought it now; 
them is a smart pair o’ cattle of yourn, and 
you’ve won that whip any how. I wouldn't 
take three and ninepence for it, cash down on 
the nail—who'd a thought it—who’d a thought 
it. Wall, I guess there is somethin’ in feed, 
arter all.”—**Yes,” I replied laughing, “and 
in stabling warm, and the curry comb and 
ecard, and in concentrating your force, especi- 
ally when you want to start a big log—heh! 
Unele Sim.” Seaceant Te.tave. 
[American Agriculturist. 

Ma. Wruris’ Pia “Roxy”? Mr. W. has 
kindly sent us the following statement respect- 
ing his pig. He gives facts concerning bis 
own pig “Roxy,” and then expresses an 
opinion respecting pigs in general. 

She was born Feb. 5, 1847; and killed 
when she was 319 days old; when dressed 
she weighed 416 lbs, 8 oz. Her food was 
éorn and oats ground, with the milk of one 
cow as long as she was milked, and when 
there was no milk skimmed, I used bot wa- 
ter, (scalding the feed four hours before feed- 
ing.) She had no slops from the house of 
any kind. 























Cost of feed, 1,144 Ibs. was $18 95 
Cost of two bushels of corn, 1 30 
$20 25 


Her average gain per day from birth to 
time of slaughtering, was a fraction less than 
land 7-16 }bs. She had the least offal or 
waste pork, in the shape of legs and head, of 
any pig of her size. The lard on the entrails 
weighed, after it was rendered, 28 Ibs. 5 the 
two leaves weighed 50 Ibs. before being tried. 
She cost a little over 4 and 3-8 cts. per Ib. for 
food bought, throwing in the milk. 

I believe that pigs cao be fatted, when corn- 
feed is worth $1 62 per hund., for 5 cts. per 
ib. The manure will pay for all labor, and 
were than pay, if plenty of straw, torf, weeds, 
&e., are used. F. A. Wits. 

[Berkshire Agriculturist. 


Fare Gosret. ‘The Louisville Examiner 
tells a story of a church-member who had al- 
ways been more remarkable for opening his 
mouth to say Amen than lor opening his purse. 
On one occasion, after # burst of burning 
eloquence from the preacher, he clapped his 
hands, arid cried out in & kind of ecstacy. 
“Yes, thank God! Lhave been a Methodist 
for 25 years and it never cost me 2 conte. 
“God bless your stingy sou’,” eried the 


preacher. 
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